
SunPower by EmPower Solar Installs 51-Kilowatt Solar-Energy System at 
Paumanok Vineyards 

 
— Remote Net Metering system is expected to save $366,000 in energy costs over  
30 years, and reduce annual carbon-dioxide emissions by 2.1 million pounds — 

 
AQUEBOGUE, NY — August 9, 2017 — Not only is the sun used to grow grapes that produce 
award-winning wines at Paumanok Vineyards, now the power of the sun is being harnessed to 
provide more energy to the Aquebogue, NY-based vineyard’s facilities. SunPower by EmPower 
Solar (EmPower Solar), a leading residential and commercial solar-energy-solutions provider, 
recently completed a 51-kilowatt (kW) installation that is expected to save Paumanok more than 
$8,000 in energy costs during the first year, and approximately $366,000 over the next 30 years.  
 
The new solar system at Paumanok takes advantage of Remote Net Metering, a New York State 
program that permits farm and nonresidential utility customers using solar- or wind-generating 
equipment at one location to use any excess generation to lower their electric bills on PSEG-
Long Island accounts at other locations. Savings from Remote Net Metering is part of the overall 
cost-savings estimate forecasted by EmPower Solar.   
 
Paumanok was the first Long Island vineyard to go solar when it installed its first 10 kW system 
in 2009, which, at the time, produced 15-percent of its energy. The new system is expected to 
generate 80-percent of Paumanok’s power needs. 
 
In addition to cost savings, the solar-energy system will provide significant environmental 
benefits, including reducing dependence on fossil fuels, and lowering greenhouse gas emissions, 
including carbon dioxide (CO2), sulfur dioxide (SO2), nitrogen oxides (NOx) and particulate 
matter, thereby addressing the critical issue of global climate change. The 51kW system is 
expected to reduce the amount of CO2 in the atmosphere by more than 2.1 million pounds,  
and will decrease oil consumption by 94,283 gallons. It will also have two equivalent effects:  
the removal of 201 automobiles from our local roads for one year, and the planting of 24,751 
trees. 
 
“In going solar, we significantly lower our annual energy bills, but, even more important, we 
Reduce our carbon footprint, lower the production of greenhouse gas, and lessen our reliance on 
fossil fuels,” said Charles Massoud, Proprietor, Paumanok Vineyards. “By controlling our costs, 
we can remain competitive, continuing to offer our customers world-class wines at fair prices, 
while doing our part for the environment. It’s truly a win-win.” 
 
“Paumanok Vineyards joins a growing list of New York companies proactively working to 
remain competitive by reducing energy costs by going solar,” said David G. Schieren, CEO  
of EmPower Solar, which has installed more than 1,500 solar- and battery-powered systems 
since 2003. “Long Island’s high energy costs make solar-energy systems attractive, affordable 
options for helping companies stay and grow their businesses here. Solar is also a viable 
alternative for homeowners wishing to reduce their annual energy costs, while helping the 
environment.” 
 



With combined rebates from PSEG-Long Island, available federal tax credits, and the expected 
annual energy savings, Paumanok’s return on investment will be quick, with the solar installation 
paying for itself in just four years. 
 
About SunPower by EmPower Solar 
For over a decade, EmPower has been the preferred solar provider of over 1,600 New Yorkers, 
and is a proud partner to one of the world’s most innovative and sustainable energy companies, 
SunPower Corporation, leveraging 30 years of industry experience and record-setting 
technology. 
 
As the only Long Island-based SunPower Master Dealer, SunPower by EmPower Solar is 
dedicated to maintaining exceptional customer satisfaction ratings, and is the proud recipient of 
the Building Inspectors Association of Nassau County Industry Leadership Award, and the 
Angie’s List Super Service Award, several years in a row. 
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